THE MIANAS DEFEATED

ensued Amarji was wounded in the leg by a musket-ball.
But the port was taken and handed over to the Nawab
Nur-ud-din of Cambay, who subsequently, being unable
to pay it adequate attention, sold it for eighty thousand
rupees to Akherajji's successor, Wakhatsinhji. After the
capture of the fort Amarji returned to Junagadh, where
he was made the recipient of many gifts by the Nawab
Mahabat Khan in appreciation of his prowess.

Amarji now began to make his power felt further afield,
and in A.D. 1771 marched Northwards and attacked the
troublesome Mianas of Malia. These people had been
introduced some years before by Jadej a Morji of Malia,
son of Jadeja Kayaji of Morvi, and were a Musalman
tribe originally from Sind. They were notorious thieves
and altogether a very dangerous community, but brave
and hardy to a degree. The reason of Morji's entertain-
ment of such people has never been really discovered, but
it is conjectured he introduced them into his service as
fighting men to help him to realize some ambitious scheme.
Gradually, however, they increased in numbers and power,
and became, and have long been, a disturbing element in
the North of the peninsula. Amarji's expedition against
them proved entirely successful, and after beating them
he heavily fined them. He next marched against the
Rabaris of Babriawad and compelled them to pay a
yearly fine and to restore much property they had plundered
from travellers and others.

As in the case of nearly all successful men, Amarji
made enemies. Jadeja Kumbhoji of Gondal feared that
his continued run of victories would end in an attack on
Dhoraji and Upleta, with the object of regaining them for
Junagadh. The Nawab, also, began to fear his powerful
Minister, and to believe that the Dewan would endeavour
to supplant him when he considered himself sufficiently
strong to do so. While he was in this frame of mind,
Kumbhoji approached him and pointed out the danger
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